ARCHITECTURE REVIEW

A new neighborhood ambassador

CHRISTOPHER
HAWTHORNE
ARCHITECTURE CRITIC

Like a kindergurten teacher
kneeling down to meet her 3-
foot-tall charges at eye level
the new elementary school at
the Ambassador Hotel site, set
to open today, is Impeccably at
tuned to the importance of a
first impression

Designed by the Pasadena
firm Gonzalez Goodale Archl-

| tects, the school extends a

-

-

friendly, crisply proportioned
facade nlong 8th Strect, on the
southern edge of the sprawling
76-acre site over which the ho
tel long presided. Inside, the
two-story school wraps 46
classrooms around 4 palr of
generously sized courtyards. It
gocents Its combination of zine
panels and expanses of glass
with & number of walls painted

Creamsicle orange.
Once that gregarfous wel-
[See School, Page DA

T STARET-FORTER

IN SESSION: An elomentary school, part of LAUSD, opens today on the site of the Am-
bassador Hotel. [t and tho coming rest of the campus are by Gonzalez Goodale Architeocts.




ILATIMES, COM/CALENDAR

tufiaunyg is gome for
14 B0 teen & reminder of the Los
Urafed Sehool Dis-
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A school’s lessons in L.A.

fos Angeles Times

ROOM TO GROW: The two-story olemamtary shool wraps 46 caserocans aroumnsd two
proscousdy sised courtyards Stll to come st the campus mibddle and high sehools,

and his legacy, and how Los
Angeies treats its aging archd-
tecture, will mean nothing W0

ally, will shury the slementary

sociopolitics

”
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CLOSED YET OPEN: Studenta will move slony
open-air halbwnyw, same with large cireular siylighea

Ao, he told me that the archd
tecturey and Joostion of the
school “responds o & funds.
oestal shift i Los Angeles ns
£ becomes more urban. We're
00 longer Just a subsirt of Mol
brwood. Immigratson has made
thisneity*

The lmplications buried In
that statement, ahen you wop
80 thank abous them, ke pow
erful. Goodade bs certalndy right
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Puegiagns o Tiw Brasey Paetes

ahisded,

about the tole that imrmigra-
tiom has played & Lransforming
the mid-Wishire area: What

und Spanish than in Eogliah
It wand Lo be that & centrul
chaletge for architects in Los
Argeles wus to creale Gesigns
for non-ploces: for stes nong

od with designa that mésnicked
the Grtan scale of older Cities,
decornted,

beoad ahowddered Daddings
that often Boundersd tn all that

Ny the 19708 undd ‘8Os, how
ever, ihe eitys leading frma
were known arcund the workd
for houses gnd public bulidings
thad oeictirsted, Tather than



tried o hide, LA 's unmoored
quality, Not all of thelr designa




