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hen Califor-
nia native and designer Lorma Auerbach
was shopping for an architect to design a
home, she happened to attend a Christmas
party at a Tuscan-style villa. But it was in
the chic Los Angeles enclave of Brent-
wood, not in Italy. Not long after that, she
went to a school-committee meeting at a
[rench-country-style house in the same
area. Next, a friend told her about her par-
ents’ place, a gorgeous French Normandy
home in the Pacific Palisades Riviera.

The common thread in these uncom-
mon dwellings? Richard Landry.

Landry is one of the most sought-after
residential architects in the world, with eli-
ents such as NFL star Keyshawn Johnson,
Eddie Murphy, and Sylvester Stallone as
well as business moguls in Russia, Saudi
Arabia, and Asia, The Los Angeles—hased
French Canadian is the go-to guy for tiber-
homes inspired by a historical period or
a country — especially England, France,
Italy, and Spain. “Quite often, the homes
[ design are built around clients’ most
treasured travel memories,” says Landry.
“A Tuscan villa, a Spanish hacienda, or 2
French chateau brings back the feelings of
carefree times in a familiar place.”

Unlike many of the world’s top archi-
tects, Landry can’t be pigeonholed into a
signature look. Equally comfortable with
contemporary and traditional, he navi-
gates design across many architectural
styles with all the case of a global traveler
who speaks a dozen languages.

"After | met Richard, he took me to see
Sugar Ray Leonard’s home, an Ttalian
villa loaded with beautiful architectural
antiques, like 300-vear-old door sur-
ronnds and columns, reclaimed doors,
and old fountains” Auerbach says. “1
thought: *He’s the one, an architeet who
designs totally for the client.”
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WITH ARCHITECTURAL DEGREES from
the University of Montreal and the Uni-
versity of Copenhagen, Landry started his
career in Montreal and later also worked
in Edmonton. But after a building boom
that went bust in 1984, Landry sold his few
possessions, drove his Honda Civie to Santa
Monica, California, and quickly found a job
in theme-park design. A year later, he went
to work for another firm, where he special-
ized in the design of custom residential es-
tates. Then in 1987, Landry went out on his
own, working at first from his studio apart-
ment. Five years later, musician Kenny G
commissioned Landry to design a 12,000-
square-foot waterfront home in Seattle in-
spired by Greystone, a 19205 Tudor-style
mansion in Beverly Hills, as well as a 5,000-
square-foot guesthouse. That project was
featured in Architectural Digest, leading to
many prominent commissions from celeh-
rities such as Rod Stewart, Leonard, and,
later, hockey legend Wayne Gretzky and his
wife, Janet Jones, for whom he designed
a 14,000-square-foot red-brick Georgian
manor house with a French-influenced inte-
rior. Landrys 10,000- to 100,000-square-
foot homes typically run anywhere from
$400 to $1,000 per square foot to construct

excluding the cost of the acreage.

Landry says he developed his architec-
tural philosophy at an early age, and it was
readily evident when he designed his first
home. "On a visit to my small hometown
in Quebee, 1 noticed a 100-year-old barn
that was falling down and about to be de-
molished. Suddenly, all my happy childhood
memories of playing in barns came flooding
back in vivid detail. And I thought it would
be so wonderful if I could capture that feel-
ing in a home. So 1 bought the timber and
shipped it to California. Aged by decades of
wind, rain, and snow, that old barn wood be-
came the main building material for my hill-
top Malibu home, which still comforts me.
I've learned that what matters most is that
the architecture should soothe your soul.”

And that’s something the 49-year-old
Landry excels at — homing in on what
makes his clients feel entirely relaxed,
whether the style is influenced by a favor-
ite travel destination, their heritage, or the
place where they grew up.

Landry and his 30-member team at
Landry Design Group spend a lot of time
talking with clients, learning about their
life experiences, travels, lifestyle, and the
way Lhey want to feel in their home. “And if

they come to us and say, “We want a Tuscan
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villa, or a French chiteau, T want to find out
why," Landry says. “Is it because it's trendy,
or is it that they've spent time there and love
the mood? During our process of reviewing
architecture hooks from different cultures,
storvboards, pictures of old castles and vil-
las, photos that get across different moods
and landscapes, I want them to go more
than skin-deep and Lo end up with a home
that Lransforms them.”

LANDRY'S DEDICATION TO his clients and
to the homes he designs for them is so great
that sometimes a little out-of-the-office
exploring is required. In 2000, Auerbach,
an avid traveler who'd spent a lot of time
in Mexico, Moroceo, and southern Spain,
commissioned Landry to design a 10,000-
square-foot home in the Pacific Palisades
Riviera. But she wanted a residence in-
spired by Andalusian architecture — a style
Landry was less familiar with. “After giving
him 1,000 digital images I'd taken on past
trips,” says Auerbach, “I convinced Richard
to join me on a shopping and scouting trip
in Spain, visiting dealers, artisans, and sal-

vage sources ['d discovered in my work as
an interior designer.”

They stayed in hotels that were converted
old mansions; measured rooms and ceiling
lLeights to make sure they had everything
in scale with sixteenth- and seventeenth-
century design; found an artisan who
makes beautiful liles using centuries-old
techniques that make them look hundreds
of years old; and spent seven days buying
antique doors, wrought-iron grilles, door
surrounds, and chandeliers — all of which
brought an aged character to the home
Auerbach calls Hacienda Andaluz.

“While the home is large, it's very roman-
tic and informal, with great flow and lots
of arches. Plus, every room has a patio or
baleony,” explains Auerbach. “T feel like I'm
on vacation in southern Spain or living on
an old Spanish estancia dating back to early
California, where the cattle and horses are
gone but the house is still there.”

Landry explains that many of the homes
he’s designed seem like they've always been
there because he incorporates centuries-old
wood, salvaged doors and grilles, antique

mantels, rubble stone, and old roof tiles
and uses custom wall finishes that add to
the old-world vibe. “One couple who spend
a lot of time in Europe had been buying
architectural antiques for a home before
they even contacted me he says. "They
asked me to call their dealer in France to get
all the dimensions so we could incorporate
those pieces into our design. Fortunately,
when the shipment arrived, we documented
every item, and the measurements were cor-
rect. The homwe is a simple, rambling Italian
villa, but what makes it unique isn't just the
15,000-square-foot size but the architectur-
al antiques and reclaimed materials such as
the roof tiles from a convent in Italy”
Landry currently hasabout a dozen homes
under construction, including a French cha-
teau in Beverly Hills that is the third home
he has designed for business entrepreneur
Alec Gores. “We spend a lot of time in France
and love the architecture,” Gores says. "So
we asked Richard to design a home right out
of the French countryside, something very
informal, Whenever we're in France, we take
photos of things that move us — a stone or

MEET FAMILY OF FUTURE IN "MEET THE ROBINSONS!

Have the time travel of your life! New Disney animated film in theaters March 30

In "Meet the Robinsons," the new animated family comedy adventu
from Walt Disney Pictures, a brilliant young inventor and orphan name
Lewis has always dreamed of finding the family he never knew. Directed
Steve Anderson, its screenplay is based on the book "A Day With Wilb
Robinson" by William Joyce.

"Meet the Robinsons'" voice talents include Angela Basseft, Tom Sellec
Harland Williams and Laurie Metcalf. The film's score is by three-time Osc
nominated composer Danny Elfman and its original songs are by Dan
Elfman, Rob Thomas and Rufus Wainwright.

lewis' journey to find his family takes an unexpected turn when
mysterious stranger named Wilbur Robinson whisks him away in a fi
fravel machine to the future — a world where anything is possible. There
encounters an incredible assortment of characters, including a bowler h
wearing villain who gives evil a bad name. In the future Lewis meets il
Robinsons, a family beyond his wildest imagination, who lead him on ¢
amazing and hilarious adventure with heartfelt results,

"Meet the Robinsons"...if you think your family's different, wait 'fill yc
meet the family of the future. To find out more about "Meet the Robinsons
see scenes from the movie, go behind the scenes with the filmmakers or b
tickets online go to...
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slate roof, a spectacular entrance, a garden
— and give them to Richard. He's a genius
at taking all this data and understanding
our vision.” And Landry not only designed
the ultimate chiteau, but he also created a
wonderful cobbled street hetween the home
and the guesthouse, “It’s unbelievable,” says
Gores, who is eager to move in this sammer.
“You'd think vou’re in Europe — an old-
world street built from French stone, and
wrought-iron-and-glass entry doors on a
rubble-stone home that lools like it’s been
there for hundreds of years.”

THOUGH MANY OF Landrys traditional-
style projects are inspired by FEuropean
architecture, he also does a fair amount of
contemporary design; the entire spectrum
of his work is showeased in the new coffee-
lable book Modern to Classic: Residential
Estates by Landry Design Group. But when
it comes to European-inspired homes,
Landry is quick to point out that hes not
doing historical re-creations. “If we were
doing an authenlic chatean, the windows
would be small and you wouldn't have a
house full of bathrooms — wvisit Versailles
and you'll see that. Our clients want the
charm and character of the old world, but
they also want city or ocean views through
large panes of glass, plus spacious bath-
rooms, open floor plans, generous closets,
and outdoor loggias with fireplaces and
televisions — [eatures you wouldn't find
in centuries-old architecture, If you study
floor plans of these old homes, you'll see
many things that wouldn’t be practical to-
day, [such as] a ng ballroom. While we pay
altention to historical precedent and use
authentic materials, we must adapt to con-
temporary lifestyle, so we break some rules.
Granted, breaking the rules is a risky thing
to do. One must walk a very fine line, but T
believe diverse architectural styles can coex-
ist. [ often refer to these resulting homes as
hybrid architecture, influenced by the past
but not pretending to re-create it

Even Landry’s barn-inspired home has
contemporary adaptations. At each end of
the house, there’s an aluminum-clad silo —

| one features a marble-floored master bath-

room with contemporary fixtures, and the
other houses a steam room, which adjoins a
high-tech gym that has wall-to-wall mirrors
and a rubber floor.

“I'm pretty much inspired by music, art,

! and everything 1 see, especially when I'm

traveling,” notes Landry. “T got a great idea
from visiting old wine caves, which were
often paved with gravel. For one client’s
wine cellar, we're using huge stepping-
stones surrounded with gravel, adapting
the original concept to today’s lifestyle; that
way, you get the same casual feeling with-
out ruining your shoes. Not only is this a
practical solution, but the cellar will make

a beantiful place to entertain.”

Although he didn't start traveling until
later in life, Landry says the more he travels,
the better he gets as an architecl. *T realized
Low mueh you can learn from the world —
every journey broadens my view and brings

new inspiration.” lieVF=—-—=

Www.americanwaymag.com
GAIL HARRINGTON is a wiiter based in Mew York.

The Case For Turnberry’s Newest Place.

We set the standard of living in Las Vegas with the most luxurious high-rise

condominium:in its history. Welcome to our encore performance.

Unparalleled Turnberry amenities and appointments = Priceless Privacy
24/7 Valet = Concierge = Security Staff = Two Swimming Pools
Tennis Courts = Fitness Center
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Under Construction
Occupancy Spring 2008

Call 800-616-2120 for information
or visit our sales and fully furnished
model center. Ask about Nevada's
favorable tax advantages for
primary residents.
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Under Construction
Occupancy June 2007

Cne, two, three
hedroom condominium
residences and
penthouses,
pre-completion priced
from $550,000

to over 51.3 million.

222 Karen Ave., Las Veqas, NV 89109 - Tel: 702-732-9797 Fax: 702-733-8222 - www.iurnberrytowers.com

This aifzring is made anly by the prospeceus for the condaminim and n0 slalemant shoukd be rafed unon # not mads in the prospectus. This is et
&n offar 1o 528, or sofitafion of offers b buy, the condaminium wnls in shiles whre such ofer o sofeitation cannct be made. Prices, plans, architectural ren-
o changa wiihoul natice. WARNINGITHE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT (OF REAL ESTATE HAS NOT INSFECTED,
EXAMINED O QUALIFIED THIS OFFERING. Model used in This ad docs nat reflecl any racial praferece.
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