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HOTEL PALOMAR
WASHINGTON DC

The Kimpten Group’s Hotel Palomar, designed by Cheryl Rowley, is p::-rnc:ps Washington DC's largest
boutigue property, with @ buzzing bar and restaurant to boot.

otel Palomar’s impossible-
to-miss albeit unremarkable
facade on P Street is little
indication that such a chic retreat
lies within, let alene somewhere that
proudiy declares "Art in Motion' as

its strapline. " Palomar is desigred

for a zophisticated traveller,” says
Torn La Taur, chainman and CED), and
a5 soan a3 you make it through the
glass front doors, this is clearly the
case. More grown-up than any of
Kimpton's other hotels in Washington

DC, its new 335-roam hotel, located
off the Dupont Circle, is awelcome
aspirational-yet-accessible addition ta
the accommodation offerings in the
capital.

The first Hotel Palomar was in San
Francisco, and California-based
Kimpton Hotels and Restaurants ance
again injected some West Coast energy
into this East Coast destination, on this
accasion enlisting the style nous of
Beverly Hills designer Cheryl Rowley.
Having acquired the formar Radisson

Barcela Hotel in summer 2005, the
property re-opened merely a year |ater
after a 532 million revamp. “The idea
was to surprise and intrigle guests
while'still embracing timeless style
denwn te the last detail,” says Rowley.
And what is extraordinary about this
new star in Kimpton's fast-expanding
partfolio, is how the hotel achieves
an ambiance af ffortless coal fram
the rofnent you step foot into the
sprawling glass, wood and marble
reception area.
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The communal spaces are elegant,
polished, and'the colour paletts

more subtle than is Kimpten's norm.
The Murane chandeliers, eborny-look
paneling and white cnyx of the lobby =
are a distinct departure from the
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clash of colours and patterns seen In- 8

its other DC stopovers, such as Hotel

i,
Monace and Hotel George. Llndemab%’r

hig. but toc big to be accurately
classed as boutique, the huge muderhi,]
artwaorks and installations are the
flourishes that Palomar should be
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4 of, and what makes this
\breed stand out from the
er, according to Paige

3l Director of Sales

ting, it's not just about

ety face. "Kimpton Hotels'
sets it apart from other

" she says. "Our staff are

d welcoming, and we feature
Touch loyalty program,

us to track and adhere to
nces during each stay™.
5 are spacicus and

h W feel to them. Spiced
quirky accents such
 bolster cushions and
throws, and enhanced
ssive blanched ltalianate

marble and granite ensuites. And just
as Starwood successfully straddies the
business and leisure canips with its W
hotels, Kimpton has struck an excellent
balance with its Palomar brand. In-
suite desk areas are ergonarmically-
designed and amply proportioned for
any briefcase clutchers; and if guests
have a sports-and-leisure kit in hand
ton, added extras include the option
to check email from the running
miachines in the gym, As well as the
enticement of luxury lodgings and one
of only a few outdoar pools in BC,
another boost to its credentials is the
buzzing 173-seat Urbana Restaurant
and Wine Bar, 2006 nat only witnessed
Hotel Palomar's launch in the District
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ABOVE: Bedrooms are spiced up wilh quirky occents such'as animal-print
ihrews and hot pink bolster cushions, whilst bathrooms arg enhanced wilh
blenched lalianate marble and granite

of Columbia, but this autumn the

Park Cities nejghbourheod of Dallas
[see www.palomardallas.cam for

minre infarmation) gained its own
spa-studded version with adjoining
high-rise condominiurms, lofts and
ceurtyard villas (priced $350,000-32.5
million), and there’s an additional
project underway in Arlingtan Virginia.
Still, in & town that outpaces the
national average in terms of rate

and oocupancy, it's likely to be the

DC outlet that preves the soundest
investment. In the words of chairman;
Tom La Tour: “Why do people rab
banks? 'Cause that's where the money
is.Washington, | think; is the most
vibrant hotel market in America.”

EXPRESS CHECKOUT

HOTEL PALSMAR

2121 P Slreat W
Washingion DE- 20037

F1 202448 1800

s NoTeiDaiomar-Cic Som

w1 305 badiooms
W Urbana Resiouran! & Wins Bar
+ 11 Mealing Rooms
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