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A Vintage Modern Mashup 
Home in Malibu 
Designers construct an eclectic house made mostly from recycled 
and salvaged materials 
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Kevin and Carolynn Cozen bought a 2-acre property in the Ramirez Canyon 

neighborhood in Malibu, Calif.—and then spent the next decade building their home 

around them. While most owners opt to live elsewhere during the chaos of construction, 



the Cozens chose to stay put with their two daughters throughout the project. “Everyone 

thought I was insane, raising two little kids here,” says Ms. Cozen. 

The Cozens didn’t do it to save money. Mr. Cozen, 57, is head of Classical Progression, a 

Santa Monica-based design-and-build firm whose mission is to mix architectural antiques 

and recycled materials to create “progressive and modern design.” For example, the firm 

installed antique doors from a South American prison on a Hollywood Hills home, and 

hung vintage, hand-carved wooden surf boards along the ceiling of the World Surf 

League’s Santa Monica headquarters. 

Ms. Cozen, who has a background as a classical pianist, is an interior designer with the 

firm and a real-estate agent. Both wanted to live on site to closely oversee every detail of 

their highly customized project. 

“I wanted to be on the property and make sure I worked through every nut, bolt and 

everything,” says Mr. Cozen. The result is a 5,000-square-foot four-bedroom, five-

bathroom home made mostly from recycled and salvaged materials, some of which took 

years to track down. 

The Cozens describe the main house on the property, mostly completed about five years 

ago for an estimated cost of about $2 million, as a “deconstructed French farmhouse” 

with a classical and contemporary twist. On the exterior, large curved walls of stone, a 

centuries-old look, contrasts with modern-looking walls of wood-formed concrete. The 

entry is a large pivot-door: Made with wood from the original house on the property, it 

floats in a wall of glass. A bridge leading to the home is made from wood salvaged from 

a Malibu pier and runs over the drought-dry creek bed. 

 



 
The living room is meant to evoke 

the feeling of a barn, with its 28-

foot-high vaulted ceilings held by 

giant weathered-looking 1880s-era 

trusses. Mr. Cozen says he 

stumbled upon the trusses 

discarded outside a Culver City 

warehouse and bought them from 

the property’s owner. A powder 

room off the living room has a 

visibly aged French laundry sink. 

The home’s bar, just off the dining 

room, comes from an old hotel, 

and still has its old beer taps intact. 

 

Other pieces were distressed 

further. A concrete fireplace in the 

living room came from a historic home in Hancock Park. The couple say it was nearly in 

pristine condition, so they laid it outside for a year, letting rain and dirt give it the right 

patina. 

The grounds, shaded by mature oak and sycamore trees, include a swimming pool 

surrounded by a brick patio and lots of space for the family’s menagerie: an old English 

sheep dog named Lulu, chickens and two pigs, Pixie and Bumble. The Cozens used to 

also keep goats, peacocks, exotic birds and a lamb, which inspired the nickname of the 

home, Chateau Zoo. 

The property also includes a seven-car garage for Mr. Cozen’s vintage car collection. 

There is a glass-walled office that overlooks it, and a guest suite above. 



“Basically the idea is not blending the old and the new, but crashing the old and the new 

together,” says Mr. Cozen, who was also the architect and general contractor. 

The Cozens, who entertain frequently, decided to keep the kitchen separate from the 

living room and dining room. On a recent afternoon, Ms. Cozen, who was curing gravlax 

in her refrigerator, explained that she takes cooking seriously and doesn’t want guests 

hovering around while she prepares for dinner parties. 

Metal cabinets, which they found free of charge, are St. Charles models from a 1950s-era 

Sears catalog. The couple had them stripped and acid-washed by a car finisher, for a 

contemporary-yet-vintage look. 

In 2000, the Cozens paid roughly $500,000 for the Ramirez Canyon property, which they 

described as “a disaster with potential.” They moved into the existing 800-square-foot, 

1930s-era hunting lodge, situated between a creek and a hillside. Then they spent 3½ 

years designing their home and getting permits, a typically slow process in Malibu. 
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Once approved, the Cozens began constructing their new home around the existing home. 

Eventually, they dismantled the old home, salvaging materials to use on everything from 



windows to hardwood floors, which the previous owner, a comedian, had salvaged from a 

luxury cruise liner. 

Adding to the timeline: Mr. Cozen says he designed the home with specific, vintage and 

refurbished features in mind, and was willing to wait until they found just the right 

fixtures and materials. 

“We wouldn’t settle,” says Ms. Cozen, who is 54 and grew up in Australia. “It took five 

years to find one of the fireplaces.” They couple say they spent their spare time gathering 

intel on older houses with unique fixtures that were poised for demolition, and sifting 

through swap meets and estate sales to hunt down vintage sinks and tiles. “We loved the 

process,” says Ms. Cozen. 

Their older daughter Skylar, now 26, recalls frequent trips to flea markets, regularly 

moving her and her sister’s bunk beds around as construction progressed and, one night, 

running around with buckets after part of the roof had been cut away just before it rained. 

One benefit has carried over into adulthood: “I’m not bothered by noise,” she says. 

Currently a project manager with her father’s firm, she plans to get married at her 

parents’ Malibu home in August. Their younger daughter, Chelsea, is 24 and works in 

advertising. 

The Cozens also own a historic home near the beach in Santa Monica, which they 

purchased in 2011 and are in the midst of renovating, as well as a midcentury-modern 

home in Indian Wells, Calif. Their most recent purchase was a cabin in Mammoth, the ski 

resort. They plan to renovate it in an “industrial meets log cabin” style. 

Their Malibu property remains a work in progress, with plans to convert an old barn into 

a workout facility with a spa, and to build a bocce court onto the hillside. “We’re kind of 

house junkies,” says Ms. Cozen. 
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